
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Blue Streak Ensemble 
 
  
Your Project Title: “Voice of the Lake” Video Recording and Production in Live Performance 

Your Project Summary: "Voice of the Lake," an oratorio for Soloists, Choirs and Instruments by well-known 

composer, Margaret Brouwer, is about Lake Erie’s beauty and its pollution problems. A high-quality 

professional video of the work will be recorded in live performance. The video of this musical narrative will 

be available for schools, churches and cable TV. As Cleveland is on the shore of Lake Erie, the video will 

serve the dual purpose of environmental education and sharing dynamic and melodic music. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Project demonstrates awareness and engagement of community - seeks to engage a variety of 

different community members. Organization consulted with different community members to develop this 

project which demonstrates reflection and responsiveness to needs and desires of community. Artistic and 

cultural vibrancy is apparent in the multidisciplinary nature of the project. The project seeks to challenge 

and inspire the community and make them think about environmental issues through the medium of music. 

At the helm of the project is a qualified director (an Internationally-known, local composer) who centered 

community engagement in the creation of this project. Organizational capacity is evident through the diverse 

array of stakeholders already invested in organization (the local instrumentalists, singers, videographers, 

etc. involved in the production), fundraising plan, and detailed projected budget for event. Accessibility: 

tiered ticket pricing to encourage people of different socio-economic backgrounds to attend. Not free, but 

open to public with this tiered pricing. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy is demonstrated - clearly a project that is "thinking differently" and 

providing fresh programming to its audience. Organizational Capacity is demonstrated via the caliber of the 

artistic staff, but would have like to have seen more specifics how the applicant was going to measure the 

distribution of the video beyond the public performance which was part of the stated project goal. Public 

Benefit for this application is evidenced in how the applicant engaged partners and utilized knowledge in 

the creation of the composition. I did not feel, however, that the application adequately addressed how the 

project was engaging the defined community outside the specialists consulted. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. While the organization has a clear proposal, the 

applicant’s proposal for ticket sales to offset the cost does place community members who fall within the 

spectrum of below average socio-economic status at a disadvantage to attend. Discounted tickets are 

suggested, but perhaps the proposal could include; free tickets for the youth the organization leads 

programming with and perhaps including a partnership with a grassroots community organizations with 

similar interest to attend this project could give the proposal an greater approach to public benefit. I do 

appreciate the creativity of experimental projects suggesting environmental justice. Support materials and 

organizational leadership show this applicant has the ability to carry out a successful project. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: The case for public benefit 

was not fully made for the video production of "Voice of the Lake". Although the proposal identified the Blue 

Streak Ensemble's community the application did not provide details regarding how this particular project 

would reach the residents of the east side of Cleveland, the applicant's community or a wider audience 

other than the final product being offered to schools, churches, local TV stations or cable TV -- names of 

partner institutions that would assist in the dissemination of the production were not identified. Further the 

proposal did not address what the ticket prices would be in either the narrative or in the project finances, 

only that there would be discounted ticket options for students and seniors. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: 

"Voice of the Lake" an original oratorio composed by Margaret Brouwer will engage a diverse team of arts, 

culture and environmental professionals qualified to complete the live performance recording and 

production. When shared with the public the performance could inspire the residents who live near Lake 

Erie to think differently about the environmental well-being of the lake and the impact the lake's health has 

on their lives. The artistry of the BSE is impressive and I believe the final performance will be phenomenal. 

Organizational Capacity: The organization has recruited arts, culture and engineering professionals 

qualified to complete the video recording and production. The organization does not provide project goal 

details beyond the editing of the video. The project budget is somewhat realistic, CAC funds will not cover 

paying all of the musicians but the organization plans to meet the match requirement by applying for 

additional grants. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Blue Streak Ensemble satisfactorily meets the funding 

criteria through their proposal “Voice of the Lake” Video Recording and Production in Live Performance. 

They especially show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully engages the community. I think it 

is a great concept of much needed outreach and conscience building. Their great reviews and supplemental 

information demonstrate that they understand, work with, and respond to their community. They have built 

meaningful relationships with residents and community partners. They feature a very good “ensemble” of 

consultants for the project. They are accessible and inviting to their community and open to the public. They 

appear to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this project. They seem to have 

an engaged and diverse board, staff, and core group of volunteers. They have a definite set of project goals, 

ways to measure progress. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. The match requirement 

is clearly demonstrated by additional grants they have out there with New Music USA, Bascom Little Fund, 

The George Gund Foundation and the Ohio Arts Council, plus ticket sales. Wish there was more information 

on the plan to disseminate the series beyond the concert (maybe a YouTube behind the scenes in the 

creation of the video?) 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

